January 16, 2009


Dr. Catherine Euler has asked me to write a letter of recommendation on her behalf and this I am most happy to do.  I am only fearful that the number of superlatives I must necessarily use will be interpreted as exaggerations.


Dr. Euler is the daughter of the distinguished Southwest Anthropologist, Dr. Robert C. Euler, who has published and lectured extensively on various Yuman peoples.  Catherine is, indeed, her father’s daughter.  Certainly they both possess an abundance of intelligence and intellectual curiosity. To understand Catherine’s professional potential you need only a brief description her home environment during her early developmental years.  Her home was a rendezvous for frequent gatherings of such Southwest anthropological scholars as Henry Dobyns, George Gumerman, John Ware and Walter Taylor.  She spent a summer in Supai with her mother while her mother was collecting Havasupai tales. I can’t imagine a more fertile environment as an introduction to Southwestern studies—such a splendid mind in that fertile environment! 


My most intimate contact with Catherine was working with her on a Havasupai Myth project.  In her activities on this project she uniformly displayed an indefatigable thirst for knowing more about Yuman peoples as well as a creative capacity in solving complex social anthropological research problems. Perhaps most importantly, she is absolutely dedicated to very high standards of research ethics.


In demeanor Catherine is reserved, charmingly witty and possessed of that rare ability to establish strong rapport with her colleagues. Similarly, in her contacts with Havasupai peoples she was empathetic and adroit in establishing cross-cultural relationships.  Her writing skills are of a caliber I associate with advanced, mature anthropological scholars.   

I am unaware of any personal habits that could deleteriously affect her professional activities. Thus, I can without cavil, give her my very highest recommendation.





Sincerely, 





Frank D. Tikalsky Ed.D





Professor Emeritus, University of Montana

Distinguished Alumnus, Los Alamos National   Laboratory  

