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Dr Catherine A. Euler: application for Lectureship
I am very happy to recommend Catherine Euler. I acted as supervisor of her doctorate, in the History Department at York, UK, between 1991 and 1996.  I found her an impressive personality, both as a scholar and as a colleague. Her doctoral research was based on the massive unpublished diaries of Anne Lister, an early nineteenth-century Halifax landowner. In this work she showed that she could combine a most perceptive use of feminist theory, in a pioneering historical discussion of issues of gender, sexuality, and identity, with empirically grounded research into the local political and economic history of early nineteenth-century Yorkshire. Anne Lister's diaries are exciting not only for their record of her private life and lesbian marriage but also for her active entrepreneurial and political roles in the local community. Cat Euler's research put forward an interesting and exciting argument.  Since completing this thesis, her work moved for a time in other directions, and more towards sociology than history. I am less informed about this in detail, but I remain entirely confident in her abilities to pursue new avenues of research and teaching. 

It was apparent even when she was at York that she had many  talents to offer.  She was actively interested in the teaching of Women's Studies, and was involved here  in our postgraduate  Centre for Women's Studies as well as the History Department. She had excellent feedback for the teaching which she did for the Centre for Women's Studies; this included her own module and a skills course. My own monitoring of her option indicated that she was an extremely well-organised and stimulating teacher, who gave generously of her time and energies. I watched her give a number of presentations to different audiences and thought her to be a most effective communicator and lecturer.  She appeared at that time admirably qualified to act as an adviser on independent research for project work, at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. She was strongly committed to the teaching of mature and returning students, and was meticulous in fulfilling all her commitments in her research, her writing and her teaching. I have maintained contact with her over the past few years. I know that since she returned to the United States she has had a number of different and varied posts, including sociological field work for a project at the University of Chicago, and anthropological field work in Arizona which included the monitoring of archaeological investigations. At the same time she continued to teach undergraduate courses, mainly using distance learning. 

I believe however that she now feels very strongly motivated to take up her own earlier research again, especially in the light of recent work in queer studies and queer theory. In doing so, she would certainly benefit from being a part of a supportive academic community, and I would stress that she would have a great deal to offer such a community, both from the point of view of her strong academic background and because of her wide-ranging interests.  From my knowledge of her I would be very happy to recommend her to any institution as a teacher and researcher. 

Yours,

(Dr) Jane Rendall 

Honorary Fellow
