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Eames Molded Plastic Chairs







Their own concepts evolved over time, 
not overnight. As Charles noted about 
the development of the Molded Plywood 
Chairs, "Yes, it was a flash of inspira-
tion," he said, "a kind of 30-year flash."
 
With these two, one thing always 
seemed to lead to another. Their 
revolutionary work in molded plywood 
led to their breakthrough work in 
molded fiberglass seating. A magazine 
contest led to their highly innovative 
"Case Study" house. Their love of 
photography led to film making, 
including a huge seven-

screen presentation at the Moscow 
World's Fair in 1959, in a dome 
designed by their friend and 
colleague, Buckminster Fuller. 

Graphic design led to showroom 
design, toy collecting to toy 
inventing. And a wooden plank 
contraption, rigged up by their 
friend, director Billy Wilder for 
taking naps, led to their acclaimed 
chaise design. 

A design critic once said that this 
extraordinary couple "just wanted 
to make the world a better place." 
That they did. They also made it a lot 
more interesting.



Product Story

More than accent pieces, they are 
comfortable, durable performers 
in homes, offices, libraries, 
museums—just about everywhere.

A landmark design from Charles 
and Ray Eames, these were the first 
industrially manufactured plastic 
chairs. Their clean, simple forms 
cradle the body. Today's chairs are 
authentic original design with 
updated, eco-friendly materials 
and manufacturing and a large 
selection of base, shell, and color 
combinations. 

 

With a grand sense of adventure, 
Charles and Ray Eames turned their 
curiosity and boundless enthusiasm 
into creations that established them as 
a truly great husband-and-wife design 
team. Their unique synergy led to a 
whole new look in furniture. Lean and 
modern. Playful and functional. Sleek, 
sophisticated, and beautifully simple. 
That was and is the "Eames look." 

That look and their relationship with 
Herman Miller started with molded 
plywood chairs in the late 1940s and 
includes the world-renowned Eames 
lounge chair, now in the permanent 
collection of the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York. 

Charles and Ray achieved their monumen-
tal success by approaching each project 
the same way: Does it interest and 
intrigue us? Can we make it better? Will 
we have "serious fun" doing it? 

They loved their work, which was a 
combination of art and science, design 
and architecture, process and product, 
style and function. "The details are not 
details," said Charles. "They make the 
product."

A problem-solver who encouraged 
experimentation among his staff, Charles 
once said his dream was "to have people 
working on useless projects. These have 
the germ of new concepts." 



Design Story

In the 1940s, Charles and Ray 
Eames were looking forward while 
other American designers were 
content to stay put. New materials, 
new techniques, new shapes-
these were what interested the 
Eameses. 

The designers were focused on the 
new plastics because this exciting 
material held the promise of being 
able to do more with less. They 

 

chair to take center stage. And 
they still do, in keeping with the 
designers' original intent.

The Eameses adapted molding 
techniques developed during 
World War II to produce the shells. 
They also perfected another 
technique with which they had been 
experimenting—creating a bent, 
welded wire base. 

The result was the process that 
allowed the manufacture of the 
first mass-produced one-piece 
plastic chairs. No upholstery, no 



The Designers:

Charles and Ray Eames



Earth Friendly

Good design never changes. But 
times do, and our commitment to 
the environment is always part of 
our manufacturing. In place of the 
original fiberglass-infused plastic, 
we now use a more ecologically 
supportable material for the chair 
shells, 100% recyclable polypro-
pylene. 

And the chairs are now made in the 
United States, to reduce their 
manufacturing carbon footprint.



Enduring Design In More Places

The chairs have achieved a pervasive 
presence that proves that the 
staying power of good design can be 
shared by everyone. They work and 
look good in conference and waiting 
rooms, kids' rooms and family 
rooms, kitchens, and offices.

The Eames molded plastic chairs 
are as beloved today as when they 
were first introduced in 1948. 
Whether stacking or ganging in 
large spaces like auditoriums or 
cafeterias, or on their own in 
elegant homes, libraries, and 
conference rooms, these chairs 
unite enduring form and quality 
construction in a comfortable, 
durable seat



Choices to Fulfill Your Vision

You want the Eames chair, but 
which one do you want? With lots 
of new finish, color, and base 
choices, you can create the exact 
chair you need for any use in any 
environment. 

Four-legged, rocker, or wire (often 
called the "Eiffel") base. Multiple 
stacking and ganging capabilities. 
Simple shell or armchair.



Classic Comfort

Charles and Ray Eames believed 
that comfort was as important as 
looks. The molded plastic chairs 
have comfort built in. The shell 
seats have high, flexible backs, 
deep seat pockets, and waterfall 
front edges so you can sit 
comfortably even for extended 
periods. 

Swiveling glides keep the chair 
steady and level on uneven floors. 
The standard glide is also available 
with felt to protect hard-surface 
floors.



Colorful Shells

In ten colors: aqua sky, black, 
greystone, java, light blue, lime 
green, red, sparrow, wafer, and 
white. 

The shell is dyed throughout so 
the colors are integral and remain 
vibrant even after years of hard 
use. Mix, match, imagine a whole 
new look.


