
urban~sat~on 
It sheds lhght 

on the percept Ions, 
asp~rat~ons, feel~ngs, comm~tments 
and suggest~ons of youth from varlous 
walks of I~ fe  - students, housew~ves, 

'Slxty two years ago, there was a the labour force, profess~ona Is and 
natlon In search of a land, at present d ~ e  hard opt~m~sts In a nutshell, 
there ~ s a  pleceof land ~n search ~t emphas~ses that ~n the next two 
of a nat~on' decades, Pak~stan's projected 

populat~on w~l l  exceed 260 m~l l~on,  
'The young generation loves Pakldan more than half of wh~ch would be 
but does not l I ke ~ t '  young adults Hence, there exlsts a 

These two quotat~ons caught 
my attent~on when I entered the 
conference hall to attend the launch 
of The Next Generat~on report, 
organ~sed by t he B r ~ t ~ s h  Counc~l 
Pak~stan 

The report br~ngs to the forefront 
some cr~t~cal ,  hard h~ t t  lng and eye 
openlng facts related to the youth 
of Pa k~stan It projects the numbers 
and populat~on trends at present 
and ~ t s  alarm~ng explos~on In the 
next two decades And yet, ~t could 
actually be seen as an opportun~ty for 
economlc development The report 
also sheds I~ght on the economlc 
and development ~nd~cators and the 
grodh rates slnce Pak~stan came 
Into be~ng 

Us~ng ~nd~cators and reports 
from nat~onal and ~nternat~onal 
dwelopment agencies, ~t presents an 
honest p~cture of the development 
m~shaps st111 to be rect~f~ed, such 
as Inadequate healthcare fac~ l~ t~es,  
~ll~teracy and poor educat~on, 
gender d~scr~m~nat~on, absence of 
employment opportun~t~es, pol~t~cal 
and economlc ~nstab~l~ty, and masslve 

. - 
w~ndow of opportun~ty to cap~tal~se 
on t h ~ s  and create prospects now 
wh~ch could lead to a stronger nat~on, 
econom~cally and soc~ally 

Wh~le golng through the report, 
one may experience e~ther an anx~ety 
or, on the other hand, a sense 
of hope - ~t depends on how one 
wants to percelve ~t If seen as a 
problem, ~t w~l l  lead to a feel~ng of 
hopelessness, but ~f ~t 1s perc~eved 
opt~m~st~cally, ~t paves the way for 
hope and enthus~asm In~t~ally, I was 
anxlous but as I started reflect~ng on 
the report, ~t prov~ded a totally new 
d~mens~on and I felt a sense of hope 
and exc~tement 

What channelled my thoughts In a 
pos~t~ve d~rect~on was the exc~tement, 
the happ~ness, and the energy wh~ch 
I have exper~enced wh~le work~ng w~ th  
the youth and read lng about the work 
that they have been carrylng out to 
br~ng about an ~mprovement I see 
youth around me volunteer~ng for 
the I Own Karach~ l n~ t~a t~ve  by tak~ng 
respons~b~l~ty for the~r  c~ty  I've come 
across youth prov~d~ng selfless servlce 
In hosp~tals and ch~ldren's wards 

Recently, I got to 
know a bout a youth 
group In Multan 
who negot~ated 
w~ th  food caterers 
and marrlage halls 
adm~n~strat~on not 
to throw away 
the food wh~ch 
1s available 
In excess, 
once the last 

wedd~ng recept~on These young 
wllurteers then collect the remalnlng 
food, pack ~t Into boxes and prw~de 
~t to the people lhv~ng In slums, who 
do not even get a s~ngle meal In a 
day I see yodh wllunteer~ng the~r 
servlces to senlor c~t~zens of the 
commun~ty by read~ng news papers 
to them, tak~ng them on wheelcha~rs 
to the~r prayer places and br~ng~ng 
them back home, support~ng them 
and spend~ng some t ~ m e  w~ th  them 
to learn from t he~r ~nsp~rat~ons and 
stor~es I hear energet~c young men 
and women runnlng a rad~o show on 
an FM channel every week, engaglng 
the youth of the c~ty  In c r~ t~ca l  and 
much needed d~scourses, ask~ng for 
suggest~ons and I mprwements - and 
then tak~ng personal act~on I adm~re 
youth servlng the~r  commun~t ~es as 
scouts, rovers and g~ rl gu~des, 
controll~ng traff~c, organlslng 
events and commemorat~ng days 
for awareness about cleanl~ness, 
substance abuse, etc 

I bellwe that the youth 1s 
offer~ng a lot and can offer more, 
~f trusted, acknowledged and 
supported well The quest~on 15, 
who w~ l l  prov~de the support7 One 



everyone, lncludlng the Government and sustalnlng a portal for youth 
- the phllanthroplsts, phllanthroplc development could Include detalls 
~nst~tut~ons, entrepreneurs, CIVI  l of lndlvlduals and organlsatlons 
soclety lnstltutlons, medla, polltlcal and the lnlt latlves they have offered 
partles, corporate sector, educational or are plannlng to offer to  the 
~nst~tut~ons, community and youth It could also talk about thelr 
youth organlsat Ions But a word success stor~es ~n mrlous walks of 
of cautlon here - lnvolvlng and Ilfe such as educat~on, economy, 
acknowledging t he yodh does not entrepreneursh~ p and community 
mean manlpulatlng them by uslng It can provide lnformatlon about 
t hemas 'pa r t t ~mers ' o rqu~ck f~xes  theoppor tun~ t~es tha tex~s ta t loca l ,  
or selling brands, we need to engage natlonal and provlnclal levels for yodh 
them by ttustlng them - and that too partlc~patlon through lnternshlps, 
on a long term basls In fact, we need voluntary work, and jobs 
to facllltate and mertor them so that In addltlon to thls baslc 
they can completely take over from us lnformatlon, one can dlscuss how the 
some day youth can Improve through tralnlng 

Efforts are belng made to achleve and skill development opportunltles 
thls end and relwant programmes (free and fee based) There can 
are belng Implemented by many be a list of opportun~t~es and 
organlsat Ions and lndlvlduals resources for onllne and face to face engage youth but to empower them at 
However, a connectlvlty and counselling, dlscusslon and guidance, the same tlme 
coheslvenessneedstobeestabl~shed mos to fwh~chcou ldbe l~nkedup  In conclus~on, I would like 
wlth the larger emerglng plcture Thls wlth the youth and soclal servlce to  reiterate that a number of 
entalls slttlng and bralnstormlng organlsatlons possl bllltles exlst to brlng a bout 
together, hlghllghtlng achievements Another optlon 1s to  engage the change and make a difference In 
and success storles, ldentlfylng who youth through cel lphones Most young the lhves of the next generat Ion In 
1s good at what, and what each one men and women In Pakistan possess fact, one may get countless creative, 
can offer; and then developing ~t Into a them and are access1 ble through cell lnnovatlve and contextuallsed 
concrete plan and wlreless phones, the ldea 1s to solutions from the youth -they 

The crltlcal questlon at thls polnt 1s extensively engage phone companies have the energy, courage, readlness 
whether our pollcy makers, corporate through thelr CSR programmes to and the will to brlng about change 
sector organlsatlons and clvll soclety lnltlate a youth helpllne servlce where The only thlng requlred IS society's 
~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n s a r e a w a r e o f t h e ~ n ~ t ~ a t ~ v e s  theyoungnotonlysharethe~rvlews, conv~ct~on,trust,andconf~dencethat 
taken for and by the youth at a ~deas, talerts, and concerns but can yes, the youth has the power and the 
community level Is there a database also ask for support and advlce will to do ~t 
or an lnformatlon portal avalla ble Gettlng the youth closer to one I am conf ldent that the rlgM 
on the local, national, reglonal and another through the medla, especially lnltlatlves In the rlght dlrectlon will 
lnternatlonal lnltlatlves belng taken by radlo and televlslon, provldlng them lead us to the rlght perception that 
the youth7 It may seem an ambltlous alrtlme to  share thelr successes, thelr 'the young generation 'loves' and 
agenda, but for achlevlng long term realltles, asplratlons, concerns and 'Ilkes' Paklstan and IS proud to be a 

ldeas 1s another way to not only Paklstanl' 
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