Syllabus

GWS 200 Women and Western Culture

Fall 2010

Professor: Catherine Euler

Office Hours:

Office: Gender and Women’s Studies

925 N. Tyndall

Room 110-C

Email/Tel: ceuler@email.arizona.edu

Course Meeting Time/Place: Mondays and Wednesdays, 11-11.50 am in Room________.

Workshop sessions on Fridays.

Course Description: GWS 200  -- Women and Western Culture  (3 units)

Description:  “Examines the various ways in which women have been depicted in western philosophy, literature, and the arts from the classical Greek period to the present. Explores women's cultural expressions and representations of themselves.” (UA Catalog)

Students in this course will look at and analyze the evolution of and inter-relationships between the categories “women,” “gender,” “race,” “class” and “sexuality” in the “western” world.  We will also look at how the category of “western” has been constructed in opposition to “Oriental,” and how gender has operated in that distinction. We will look particularly at these ideas as they operated at unusually significant moments in European history: (1) in the Athens and Rome of the ancient world,  (2) during European global expansion in the early modern/modern period (1500-1900), (3) during the French Revolution and (4)  just before, during and after the two world wars of the twentieth century.  We will attempt to better understand where these intersections of gender, class, race and sexuality came from, when they evolved, and how the affect the individual and society in the modern era. We will analyze the history of the family and sexuality, the social construction of masculinities and femininities, and cultural assumptions about women (versus their actual lives).  We will explore how representations of gender have been used to reinforce women’s socially subordinate status throughout much of western history. The way we understand gender, masculinities/femininities, class, race, western/eastern, and sexuality varies over time. No time’s understanding of these issues is monolithic and unchanging, however much the dominant discourses might lead us to think they are. Because it looks at both change and continuity over time, the discipline of history is particularly useful for examining these instabilities. 

Core Texts:

French, Katherine L. and Allyson M. Poska. Women and Gender in the Western Past. Vols. I  (To 1815) & II (Since 1500). Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. (Required; available at UA Bookstore)

Timm, Annette F. and Joshua A. Sanborn. Gender, Sex and the Shaping of Modern Europe: A History from the French Revolution to the Present Day. Oxford and New York: Berg, 2007.  (Some chapters, on D2L)

Expected Learning Behaviors and Outcomes: Students are expected to help foster a safe, nonjudgmental, welcoming space where open-minded, challenging learning can take place. Students are expected to read each week’s material before they get to class, as well as the accompanying primary source/image materials. Students are expected to attend class and participate in/contribute to the weekly workshops. Students are expected to take detailed notes during lectures. By the end of the semester, students will have a broader understanding of ideas about women and gender in the western world, including introductory concepts of feminist theory.

The graded assessments of your progress are geared to reinforce these outcomes.  This is a Tier Two General Education course where you will practice and learn skills to assist you in the rest of your university career (and life), such as information-gathering and critical reading and thinking about meaning. Students are expected to significantly improve both their verbal and writing skills over the course of this semester.  If you honestly feel that improvement in these areas is not occurring, you are expected to take responsibility for your own learning and seek out the necessary resources, such as the Writing Center (free weekly writing tutoring) or asking questions of your professor and TA after class and during office hours. It’s your education – get everything you can from it!

Assessment Process:

Your final grade in this class will be based on the following, out of a potential 100 points:

1. Attendance. You may miss one class without explanation. After that your participation grade will be negatively affected (10%). You must attend class to pass this class!

2. Six very short random quizzes on the readings and lecture material, 5 points each (30%). These will not be announced ahead of time. You must attend class to pass this class!

3. Three 5-10 page take-home essays (30%) You will be expected to follow this specific reference pattern when you submit these, or your grade will be negatively affected:

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. Late assignments will not be accepted.


Deadlines:


Essay 1: Week of Sept. 20


Essay 2: Week of Oct. 25


Essay 3: Week of Nov. 29

These essays are designed to inspire engagement with the written material and develop your writing and reasoning skills. A separate handout on suggested themes for these essays will be distributed.  For each essay you will be expected to read a minimum of two books and two journal articles not on the syllabus that you feel are related to the theme you have chosen. These can be from any discipline: history, philosophy, science, anthropology, literature, media studies, sociology and social policy, politics, feminist theory, etc.

4. Projects: We will form study groups to collect images of gender/race/class during the semester. Whenever ‘Projects’ is listed on the syllabus, each group will research and discover gendered images for that period and bring them to discuss during the workshops (10%). A separate handout giving some guidance on where to look will be distributed. 

5. Annotated Bibliography and Bibliography: Students should work during the semester at creating a bibliography of sources in gender and women’s studies, focused on an area of interest to them. For example, if you are interested in women’s history, the bibliography would be focused on that. Similarly, you may want to focus on multicultural communities around the world, or on representations of gender in literature or cinema.  You may build on the list of references you developed for the earlier essays, or you may start fresh. The bibliography itself should be about 10-15 pages in length, and include both books and academic journal articles.  For the annotated bibliography, you are expected to select two books and two journal articles that especially appeal to you, and write a paragraph or two describing each of these, and what you think its strengths and weaknesses are. This could be 3-4 pages in length. Thus, this assignment has two parts: 1. Annotated bibliography (comment on two books and two journal articles you have read, 3-4 pages) and  2. Bibliography, 10-15 pages listing books and journal articles that look relevant to your theme. You will be expected to follow this specific reference pattern when you submit these, or your grade will be negatively affected: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html (20%). 

Course Policy:  Scholars are expected to learn how to discuss and debate material, and to generally treat each other, with mutual courtesy and respect. Arriving late to class, or being noisy during class, are not courteous behaviors. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: This is a very serious academic offence and can potentially automatically result in a failing grade. It means you have copied someone else’s work, or not attributed work to the person who actually did it.  If in your writing you quote from any source other than your own brain, you MUST add a citation letting other scholars know where you got that information. If you paraphrase anyone else’s thinking or writing, you MUST add a reference note explaining where it came from.  When in doubt, acknowledge the source.  If you have any questions or doubts about specific instances please consult your professor or TA. The UA Library also has a tutorial on plagiarism at:

http://www.library.arizona.edu/help/tutorials/plagiarism/index.html
Please take personal responsibility for reviewing the University of Arizona’s guidelines and policies on academic integrity and plagiarism:

http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/policiesandcodes/codeofacademicintegrity#prohibited_conduct
" ‘Plagiarism’ means intentionally or knowingly representing the 

words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise.” UA Policy Manual, Section 5-302. https://azregents.asu.edu/rrc/Policy Manual/5-302-Definitions (Code of Conduct).pdf
GWS 200 Women and Western Culture: Course Schedule

Week 1: Introduction to the history and theory of representing women and gender

Aug. 23

Distribution of syllabus. Discussion of intersectionality. Hierarchies, social structures and the individual.  How has ‘difference’ been historically produced in Western culture? What is “Western culture”?  How are the categories women/men, masculinity/femininity, black/white, heterosexual/homosexual, able-bodied/disabled, western/eastern, working class/middle class etc. created and how do we see/create ourselves within or outside those categories?  The production of knowledge is inevitably connected to power relations and the experiences of the dominant/subordinated group.  These knowledges evolve over time and contribute to modern social constructions.  They also contribute to who we think we are and therefore, potentially, to our ideas of what we think we can do in our lives.

Aug. 25  Intersectionality Theory: What is it?

Ferber, Abby L., Andrea O’Reilly Herrera and Dena R. Samuels. The Matrix of Oppression and Privilege: Theory and Practice for the New Millenium. American Behavioral Scientist 51, no. 4 (2007): 516-531.

Frank, Ana. Rethinking European Past and Future Legacies. Journal of Contemporary European Studies 18, no. 2 (2010): 229-239.

Friday workshop discussions: What are social categories? How do they relate to identity? What are “socially constructed” identities?  What are “unstable” categories and what makes them so? How can history help us understand ourselves now?

Week 2. Pt. I:

Foundations of the European “West:” 

Gender, Race, Class and Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome

Aug. 30 Women, gender and separate spheres in Ancient Greece

Whose democracy? 

French and Poska, Ch. 2. Ancient Greece, 3100-150 B.C.E.

Katz, Marilyn A. Ideology and ‘the status of women’ in ancient Greece. Ch. 2 in: Richard Hawley and Barbara Levick, Women in antiquity: new assessments. London: Routledge, 1995. (Ebook)

Hardwick, Lorna. Ancient Amazons: Heroes, Outsiders, or Women? Greece and Rome 37, no. 1, April, 1990: 14-36. (Ejournal)

Sept. 1  Sex and ethnicity in Ancient Greece: the effeminate barbarians
Ruth Mazo Karras, "Active/Passive, Acts/Passions: Greek and Roman Sexualities," The American Historical Review  105, No. 4 (October 2000): 1250-1265. 
Isaac, Benjamin. The invention of racism in classical antiquity. Princeton, NJ. Princeton University Press, 2004. Conclusion, Ethnic Prejudice, Proto-Racism and Imperialism in Antiquity, pp. 505-516.

Friday workshop: Katz , Hardwick, Karras and Benjamin begin a discussion of whether or not it is possible to discuss gender in the ancient world without at the same time discussing a racialized and feminized Oriental “other.”  Prepare to discuss these issues as they arise in these readings.  Discuss private/public binary and concept of separate spheres. Defining “alterity.” 

Week 3:  Looking for intersections of power

Sept. 6 Labor Day. No Classes. (Keep reading! ()

Sept. 8 Masculinities and femininities in Athens: Penelope and sexuality

Ormand, Kirk. Controlling desires: sexuality in ancient Greece and Rome. Westport, Conn. Praeger, 2009. Ch. 3: Sexual Roles and Sexual Rules in Classical Athens, pp. 46-59.

Foley, Helene. Penelope as Moral Agent. Ch. 6 in: Beth Cohen, ed. The Distaff Side: Representing the Female in Homer’s Odyssey. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1995.

Friday workshop: Intersections of race, gender and sexuality are considered in these readings because we see how they might have operated to reinforce each other. Discuss how they might be inter-related in this week’s readings.

Week 4   Images of dominance: gender deviance, sexuality and class in ancient Rome
Sept. 13  

French and Poska, Ch. 3. Women in Ancient Rome, 800 B.C.E.-200 C.E.
Dixon, Suzanne. Exemplary housewife or luxurious slut: cultural representations of women in the Roman economy. Ch. 4 in Fiona McHardy and Eireann Marshall, Women’s Influence on classical civilization. New York: Routledge, 2004.

Sept. 15  

Skinner, Marilyn B. Republican and Augustan Rome I: Noble Romans and Degenerate Greeks. Ch. 7 in: Skinner, Marilyn B. Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2005.

Skinner, Marilyn B. Republican and Augustan Rome II: Noble Romans and Degenerate Greeks. Ch. 8 in: Skinner, Marilyn B. Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2005.

Friday workshop: In this week’s readings we have a collection of images that again associate both female and male femininities with lesser social status and/or “otherness.”  What is male “femininity” and how was it perceived in the ancient world?  How did the Romans construct male and female “masculinity”?  Discuss. 

Week 5   Part II: The Globalization of European Ideas on Gender, Race, Class and Sexuality 1500-1900

Sept. 20 Understanding Europe and gender

Ch. 7. Early Modern Europe, 1500-1700

Bloch, Ruth. Untangling the Roots of Modern Sex Roles: A Survey of Four Centuries of Change. Signs 4, no. 2 (1978): 237-252.

Sept. 22 Whose Renaissance?

Kelly-Gadol, Joan. Did Women Have a Renaissance? Ch. 6 In: Bridenthal, R. and C. Koonz, Becoming Visible: Women in European History.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1977. 

Waller, Marguerite. The empire’s new clothes: refashioning the Renaissance. In: Fisher, Sheila and Janet Halley. Seeking women in late Medieval and Renaissance writings: essays in feminist contextual criticism. Knoxville, University of Tennessee Press, 1989. 

Friday workshop: There are several ways of approaching the study of intersectionality in this period.  Compare and contrast the older Kelly-Gadol article with the later one written by Waller.  Discuss Bloch’s theories of gender construction. Would you say Bloch is aware of intersectional issues at this point in time or not? 

Week 6 Early Modern constructions of gender and violence against women 

Sept. 27

Dolan, Frances E. Marriage and violence: the early modern legacy. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008.

Shahar, Shulamith. Witches and the heretical movements. Ch. 8 in: Shulamith Shahar, The fourth estate: a history of women in the middle ages. London: Routledge, 2003.

Sept. 29

Martinez, María E. Genealogical fictions: limpieza de sangre, religion and gender in colonial Mexico. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2008. Ch. 8, Religion, law and race: the question of purity in seventeenth-century Mexico. (Charting categories of blood purity from Spain to Mexico in the Early Modern period.)

Powers, Karen Vieira. Conquering Discourses of ‘Sexual Conquest’: Of Women, Language, and Mestizaje. Colonial Latin American Review 11, no. 1 (2002): 7-32.

Friday workshop: Compare this week’s readings on gender, violence and domination with those in Roman texts as discussed by Marilyn Skinner in week 4.

Week 7

Oct. 4  Class and Race in Early Modern Europe: time changes everything

Bonnett, Alastair. Who was white? The disappearance of non-European white identities and the formation of European racial whiteness. Ethnic and Racial Studies 21, no. 6 (1998): 1029-1055. (Early modern destablilization of categories.)

Elouafi, Amy Aisen. The colour of orientalism: race and narratives of discovery in Tunisia. Ethnic and Racial Studies 33, no. 2 (2009): 253-271. (Includes gendered discourses.)

Wood, Andy. Fear, Hatred and the Hidden Injuries of Class in Early Modern England. Journal of Social History 39, no. 3 (2006): 803-826.

Oct. 6  Images of Early Modern sexuality

Relihan, Constance Caroline and Goran V. Stanivukovic. Prose fiction and early modern sexuality in England, 1570-1640. New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. Ch. 5, “Prisoners of love: cross-cultural and supernatural desires in Lady Mary Wroth’s Urania.”

O’Donnell, Katherine and Michael O’Rourke.  Love, Sex, Intimacy and Friendship Between Men, 1550-1800. New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2003. (Ch. to be determined.)

Friday workshop: Discuss the possible relevance of gender in the construction of ideas about class and vice versa; discuss the relevance of sexuality in ideas about the construction of gender and race, and vice versa. What does it mean when we speak about the “destabilization” or “instability” of these categories?

Pt. III: Gender, Sexuality, Class and Race in the “Modern” Era

1789-Present

Week 8: Gender, sexuality and race at the moment of the French Revolution

Oct. 11  The Enlightenment and the French Revolution

French and Poska, Ch. 8. Whose Enlightenment? Whose Revolution? 1700-1815

Timm, Annette F. and Joshua A. Sanborn. Gender, sex and the shaping of modern Europe: a history from the French Revolution to the present day. New York, Berg, 2007. Ch. 1: Liberty, equality and fraternity. 

Rendall, Jane. Gender, race, and the progress of civilization. Ch. 5 in: Sarah Knott and Barbara Taylor, eds. Women, Gender and Enlightenment. New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 

Landes, Joan B. Performance of citizenship: democracy, gender and difference in the French Revolution. In: Seyla Benhabib, ed. Democracy and Difference: contesting the boundaries of the political. Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1996.

Oct. 13

Beckstrand, Lisa. Universal rights in a colonial age: intersections of race and gender in the works of Olympe de Gouges. Ch. 6 in: Deviant women of the French Revolution and the rise of feminism. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2009.

Clark, Anna. The rhetoric of masculine citizenship: concepts and representations in modern Western political culture. In: Representing masculinity: male citizenship in modern Western culture. New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 

Schiebinger, Londa. Theories of Gender and Race. Ch. 1.1 in: Janet Price and Margrit Shildrick, Feminist Theory and the Body: A Reader.  New York: Routledge, 1999.

Friday workshop project:  Class, sexuality and gender - using intersectionality to analyse images of women in the French Revolution. Where have we seen the rhetoric of separate spheres before?

Week 9:  Exporting gendered ‘race’ and racialized ‘gender’: imperialisms

Oct. 18

French and Poska, Ch. 11. Gender and Imperialism, 1830-1930

Nancy Anderson. Bridging cross-cultural feminisms: Annie Besant and women’s rights in England and India, 1874-1933. Women’s History Review 3, no. 4 (1994): 563-580.

Oct. 20

Strobel, Margaret. Gender, Race and Empire in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Africa and Asia. In: Bridenthal, Renate, Susan M. Stuart and Merry E. Wiesner. Becoming visible: women in European history. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 

Towns, Ann. The Status of Women as a Standard of ‘Civilization.’ European Journal of International Relations 15, no. 4 (2009): 681-706. (This may become an academic classic. Very important ideas here.)

Week 10: 

Uneven Developments: Separate Spheres 

(Property, Education, Class, Family and the Vote)

Oct. 25  Why did nineteenth-century European women need/want ‘rights’?

French and Poska, Ch. 9. Women in the New Industrial Society, 1800-1900

Davidof, Leonore and Catherine Hall, Separate spheres. Ch. 20 in: Kelly Boyd and Rohan McWilliam, The Victorian studies reader. London, Routledge, 2007. 

Holcombe, Lee. Wives and property: reform of the married women’s property law in nineteenth-century England. Tornonto, University of Toronto Press, 1983. (Ch. to be determined)

Oct. 27  Fighting for the vote from periphery to center: Britain wasn’t first 

Vallance, Edward, The Pankhursts, the Suffrage Movement and Socialism. Ch. 18 in Vallance, Edward. A radical history of Britain: visionaries, rebels and revolutionaries – the men and women who fought for our freedoms. London: Little and Brown, 2009.

Mayhall, Laura Nym. Creating the ‘suffragette spirit’: British feminism and the historical imagination. Women’s History Review 4, no. 3 (1995): 319-344.

Ramirez, Francisco O., Yasemin Soysal and Suzanne Shanahan. The Changing Logic of Political Citizenship: Cross-National Acquisition of Women's Suffrage Rights, 1890 to 1990. American Sociological Review 62, no. 5 (1997): 735-745.

Friday workshop project: Dominance and resistance: analyzing images of women who wanted to vote

Library of Congress collection, US: http://memory.loc.gov/learn///collections/vfwpix/file.html
Week 11:  Gender, Race, Ethnicity and Class Between the World Wars
Nov. 1 

French and Poska, Ch. 13. The Modern Woman Between the Wars, 1919-1939

Kollantai, Alexandra. The letters of Kollantai. In: Daniela Gioseffi, Women on war: essential voices for the nuclear age. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1988. (D2L)  OR Alexandra Kollantai, The Social Basis of the Woman Question, Ch. 25 in Estelle Freedman, Feminism: The Essential Historical Writings. New York: Modern Library, 2007. 

Tabili, Laura. Dislodging the Center/Complicating the Dialectic: What Gender and Race Have Done to the Study of Labor. International Labor and Working Class History 63 (2003): 14-25.

Nov. 3

Wigger, Iris. ‘Black Shame:’ the campaign against ‘racial degeneration’ and female degradation in interwar Europe. Race and Class 51 (2010): 33-46. (Excellent. Good on theory.)

McGuire, John Thomas. From Socialism to Social Justice Feminism: Rose Schneiderman and the Quest for Urban Equity, 1911-1933. Journal of Urban History 35, no. 7 (2009): 998-1019. (Race, ethnicity, class and gender.)

Friday workshop: How were sexuality, race, gender and class mutually constitutive in this period?  Which elements contributed the most to social fear and militarization?

Week 12:  Gender, Race and War in the Modern Era

Nov. 8

French and Poska, Ch. 14. New Possibilities, New Perils: Women in World War II, 1939-1945.

Koonz, Claudia. Mothers in the Fatherland: Women in Nazi Germany. In: Renate Bridenthal and Claudia Koonz, Becoming Visible: Women in European History. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1977.

Matsumoto, Vallerie. Japanese American women during World War II. In: Ruiz, Vicki and Ellen C. DuBois. Unequal sisters: a multicultural reader in US women’s history. New York: Routledge, 2000.

Burds, Jeffrey. Sexual Violence in Europe in World War II, 1939-1945. Politics and Society 37, no. 1 (2009): 35-73.

Nov. 10

Cockburn, Cynthia. Gender Relations as Causal in Militarization and War: A Feminist Standpoint. International Feminist Journal of Politics 12, no. 2 (2010): 139-157. 

Snitow, Ann. Holding the line at Greenham Common: being joyously political in dangerous times. In: Daniela Gioseffi, Women on war: essential voices for the nuclear age. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1988. (D2L)

Friday workshop project: Sexuality and race have also shaped the gendered relations of war.  Discuss.  What continuities or discontinuities do you see over time?

Week 13: The bra-burners? Waves and the continuity of feminism

Nov. 15

French and Poska, Ch. 15. Women and the Postwar Generation, 1945-1970

Carroll, Tamar. Unlikely allies: forging a multi-racial, class-based women’s movement in 1970s Brooklyn. In: Stephanie Gilmore, Feminist Coalitions: historical perspectives on second-wave feminism in the United States. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2008.

Nov. 17

Pugh, Martin. Women and the Women’s Movement in Britain, 1914-1999. Basingstoke: Macmillan, 2000. (Chs. to be determined)

Ferree, Myra Marx and Alli Mari Tripp. Global feminism: transnational women’s activism, organizing, and human rights. New York: New York University Press, 2006. (Ch. to be determined)

Friday Workshop Project: Images of Feminist Rebellions. Analysis using intersectional theories.

Week 14 Global feminist rebellions

Nov. 22

French and Poska, Ch. 16. Gender at the Turn of the Millennium

Aída Hurtado. Relating to Privilege: Seduction and Rejection in the Subordination of White Women and Women of Color. Signs 14, no. 4, Common Grounds and Crossroads: Race, Ethnicity, and Class in Women's Lives (1989): 833-855.

Waller, Marguerite. One voice kills both our voices: ‘first world’ feminism and transcultural feminist engagement. In: Waller, Marguerite and Sylvia Marcos, eds. Dialogue and difference: feminisms challenge globalization. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 

Nov. 24 

(Film)

Week 15: Multiple voices, multiple theories: culture/gender/sexuality

Nov. 29 

Tsosie, Rebecca. Changing women: the crosscurrents of American Indian feminine identity. In: Ruiz, Vicki and Ellen C. DuBois. Unequal sisters: a multicultural reader in US women’s history. New York: Routledge, 2000.

Marcos, Sylvia. The borders within: the indigenous women’s movement and feminism in Mexico. In: Waller, Marguerite and Sylvia Marcos, eds. Dialogue and difference: feminisms challenge globalization. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 

Dec. 1  Xicanisma

Nieto-Gomez, Vidal, Moraga, Anzaldua, Sandoval, Fregoso, and Castillo. Defining Chicana Feminisms: in their own words. Online selections from their writings (1974-1994):

http://www.chicanas.com/defs.html#borderlands
Leyva, Yolanda Chavez. Breaking the silence: putting Latina lesbian history at the center. In: Ruiz, Vicki and Ellen C. DuBois. Unequal sisters: a multicultural reader in US women’s history. New York: Routledge, 2000.

Week 16:  Review
Dec. 6  Semester Review

Dec. 8  Semester Review (Possible quiz). Last day of classes

Teaching Assistant:


Office Hours:


Office:


Email/Tel:
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