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‘Look For
The Helpers’
Our Floridian of the Year — the state’s non-profit 

sector — has played an essential role during the 

pandemic in keeping millions of Floridians afloat. p 68
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Fixing the ’Glades
Twenty years in, the plan to rehab the Everglades 

is gaining momentum, but ...  p 44
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CASH CRUNCH
COVID-related concerns will dominate the legislative session. Lawmakers’ main challenge will be to balance the budget.  p 64
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Portraits

Special Sections

Annual Standalone Business 
Magazines

Best Companies

Legal Elite

NEXT Magazine for Teens

TAMPA / HILLSBOROUGH
By Janet Ware

Building on its strengths as a trade, technology and financial hub, Tampa-
Hillsborough County is a region on the rise.

FLORIDATREND.COM   NOVEMBER 2020

Published by Florida Trend
Business Florida
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Technologies   /  p. 68
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Corporate Headquarters on the  

Rise in the Sunshine State

MARINE 
INDUSTRY

Florida’s ports – and the cruise and cargo ships that 
call on them – ferry billions of dollars to and through 

the Sunshine State. Florida’s 15 deep-water ports 
are the state’s connection to global trade that 
stretches from Asia to the Americas and across 

the Atlantic. The ports and harbors across 
1,350 miles of coastline support high-wage 

jobs in the maritime, marine science, and 
recreational boating space. Together, the 
sector generates hundreds of millions of 

dollars in state and local tax revenues, 
and drives economic prosperity in the 
communities it serves. Even amid the 

pandemic, the marine industry is a 
resilient economic powerhouse 

propelling Florida’s future.

By Jeff Zbar

FLORIDATREND.COM   DECEMBER 2020

TELLING THE 
FLORIDA 
BUSINESS STORY

Award-Winning Design
Exemplary Writing 
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St. Lucie
County

CUSTOM CONTENT REBRAND
NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
 

NEW PRODUCT =
100% INCREASE SALES YoY 20/21

COMMUNITY PORTRAIT REBRAND =
81% INCREASE SALES YoY 20/21 MAR 

ANNUAL PUBS REBRAND =
72% INCREASE SALES YoY 20/21

SPECIAL SECTIONS REBRAND =
64% INCREASE SALES YoY 20/21
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SPONSORED ATTORNEY PROFILES
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Ph
ot

o 
Cr

ed
it:

 N
or

m
a 

Lo
pe

z 
M

ol
in

a

LEGAL
ELITE

HALL OF FAME

FLORIDA

FLORIDATREND.COM   JULY 2021   105

Founding Partner, Managing Financial Partner, de Beaubien, 
Simmons, Knight, Mantzaris & Neal, LLP, Orlando | 
Commercial Litigation

EDUCATION
Law degree from Vanderbilt University (1977); Bachelor’s 
with highest distinction from Tennessee Technological 
University (1974)

ACCOLADES
David Simmons is Board Certified by The Florida Bar both as a 
civil trial lawyer and business litigation attorney; is certified by 
the National Board of Trial Advocacy in civil trial; and is AV-rated 
by the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory. He spent eight years in 
the Florida House of Representatives and 10 years in the Florida 
Senate, where he ascended to Rules Chairman and President Pro 
Tempore, while maintaining an active trial practice.

FUN FACT
Simmons, 68, recently completed a Miami triathlon. 

BIO
David Simmons recalls the moment he knew he was meant to be a 
trial attorney. He was having lunch with a client mid-way through 
his first jury trial back in the early 1980s when the client asked 
how many trials Simmons had handled. Simmons had litigated 
many non-jury cases, but told his client this was his first jury trial.

“There was quite a surprised look on his face,” Simmons recalled. 
After the jury returned a verdict for his client and later applauded 
his handling of the case, “I knew I wanted to be a trial attorney.”

Since then, Simmons has won verdicts as large as $120 million - 
and the praise of jurors, judges and peers alike. He almost didn’t 
pursue law. As an undergraduate, he was first in his class in 
mathematics. Once in law school, he was named an editor of both 
the Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law and The Vanderbilt 
Moot Court Board.

The Tennessee native clerked for a Florida law firm and quickly 
realized he wanted to live and work here. In 1981, he and four 
partners founded his current firm; today, it’s one of Central 
Florida’s largest firms.

Looking around his office adorned with statues and portraits of 
his role model, Abraham Lincoln, Simmons says, “He stood for 
everything I aspire to be. I love the excitement of getting a result 
for a client that is truly righting a wrong.”

There is no innate 
ability to try a 

case. It’s been said that the 
three keys to trial success 
are preparation, preparation, 
and  preparation. I tell our 
attorneys, there is no great 
without the grind.
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St. Lucie
County

(71% INCREASE SALES 20/21 JUN)

(81% INCREASE SALES 20/21 MAR)
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The  
Orlando 

Region

COMMUNITY PORTRAITS REBRAND

AND BREVARD COUNTY
Space Coast
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Polk County has big plans.
Areas like downtown Lakeland have a built-in, cool vibe that 

can’t be easily formulated — Lake Wales and Winter Haven 

have an organic character that makes them unique. Paired 

with strong leadership and economic development, Polk is 

poised to be unstoppable.

By Susan Shalhoub

Polk County MARINE 
INDUSTRY

Florida’s ports – and the cruise and cargo ships that 

call on them – ferry billions of dollars to and through 

the Sunshine State. Florida’s 15 deep-water ports 

are the state’s connection to global trade that 

stretches from Asia to the Americas and across 

the Atlantic. The ports and harbors across 

1,350 miles of coastline support high-wage 

jobs in the maritime, marine science, and 

recreational boating space. Together, the 

sector generates hundreds of millions of 

dollars in state and local tax revenues, 

and drives economic prosperity in the 

communities it serves. Even amid the 

pandemic, the marine industry is a 

resilient economic powerhouse 

propelling Florida’s future.

By Jeff Zbar

FLORIDATREND.COM   DECEMBER 2020

PINELLAS
COUNTY

FORWARD THINKING
Thirty-five miles of sand. Yes, Pinellas County boasts world-

famous beaches that tourists travel hundreds of miles to 

experience. But what’s it like to live and work here? Locals say 

Pinellas is vibrant, cultural, park-centric, diverse and family-

friendly. Here you find a strong base of employers, from Fortune 

500s to small businesses, a mix of high-growth industries, a 

lower cost of living than many areas, and an innovative spirit. 

The business climate is hot — jump right in, the water’s fine.

by: Nancy Dahlberg

FLORIDATREND.COM   SEPTEMBER 2020

TAMPA / 
HILLSBOROUGH
By Janet Ware

Building on its strengths 
as a trade, technology 
and financial hub, Tampa-
Hillsborough County is a 
region on the rise.

FLORIDATREND.COM   NOVEMBER 2020
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• Florida's Top Assets  p. 10 
• Regional Round-Ups  p. 38
• Points of Contact  p. 79
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Florida

2019

Small
Business

An Official Publication  
of Enterprise Florida 

SPONSORED BY:

Q&A
EXPERTS ANSWER 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 
STARTING AND GROWING  
A BUSINESS IN FLORIDA

dba Florida™
The Official Guide to Documents and 
Registrations for Florida Businesses   p. 37

PLUS

Published by Florida Trend

Business Florida
2021 Opportunity Guide
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Accel International 
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Corporate Headquarters on the  
Rise in the Sunshine State

(2019)

(2020)



Business 
Florida 
80,000 
Business Relocation  
Prospects Across  
the Nation

Bonus Distribution: 500

NEXT
225,000
College-bound Teens

Bonus Distribution: 1,000

Florida Small 
Business
30,000
Small Business Owners,  
Managers and Entrepreneurs

Bonus Distribution: 1,000

Students
Making a
Difference

2020-2021

IT STARTED WITH A SIGN. 
NEED FOOD. LOST MY JOB.
MIAMI-BASED ORGANIZATION RUN BY  
TEENS HELPS THE FOOD INSECURE.  / 6

GETTING THE VOTE OUT. 
MADELINE FEIOCK IS REGISTERING YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO VOTE.  / 16

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD. 
LAUREN BARTEL IS A PUBLISHED AUTHOR 
WHO IS MAKING THE GRADE.  / 26

CHANGEMAKERS LAUNCH 
PEOPLE4TOMORROW. 
FRIENDS PAIR UP TO MAKE THE WORLD  
A HEALTHIER PLACE.  / 36

REAL LIFE HERO. 
JOSH MIZELS IS BRINGING  MEDICINE TO  
THE COMMUNITY.  / 42

WIN A $1,000 
GIFT CARD!

Details at FloridaNEXT.com

Published by Florida Trend

Business Florida
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Corporate Headquarters on the  
Rise in the Sunshine State

(stand-alone issues)

Florida 500
65,000
Bonus issue for  
Florida Trend subscribers
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555000
Florida’s Most
Influential 
Business
Leaders

2020FLORIDA’S BUSINESS AUTHORITY

Florida Trend
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ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS 
REBRAND

(NEXT 78% INCREASE

SALES 20/21)



Florida  
Travel
Guide

Best Companies 
To Work For In 
Florida
BONUS DISTRIBUTION
1,800 HR Professionals

 (64% INCREASE 

SALES 20/21 AUGUST)

Florida  
Legal Elite
BONUS DISTRIBUTION
1,100 LE Winners
1,400 New Fla Bar Members

SPECIAL SECTIONS
REBRAND

Florida  
Education 
Guide

SPONSORED ATTORNEY PROFILES

My goal is to 
encourage diversity 

in the legal profession in 
tangible ways. My wife 
and I recently established 
a scholarship to support 
high-performing minority 
students on their way to 
law school.”

TITLE | PRACTICE AREA

Managing shareholder at  
Marion Fields in Miami | Labor and 
Employment Law

EDUCATION 
Law degree from University of Florida, 
1996; bachelor’s in history from 
University of Florida, 1993

ACCOLADES
George Wilson is named a Top 100 
Litigation Lawyer in Florida by the 
American Society of Legal Advocates, 
a Top 100 Trial Lawyer by the National 
Trial Lawyers association and is listed 
in America’s Top 100 Attorneys.  He 
is a past president of the Miami Dade 
Trial Lawyers Association. 

PERSONAL 
He and his wife Elli live in Miami and 
enjoy traveling with their 11-year-old 
son, Elijah.

28   JULY 2020     FLORIDA LEGAL ELITE / FLORIDA TREND CUSTOM CONTENT

George Wilson

Millennial 
Impressions

The List:
The 100 
Winners

 Best 
Companies

to Work For 
in Florida

         Florida Trend
2019

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

HOllywood Streamsong

YOUR NEXT 
VACATION OR 
BUSINESS GETAWAY 
IS CLOSER THAN 
YOU THINK

TRAVELGUIDE
FLORIDA

Many College Choices

What’s Trending in  
Admissions and Graduation

Academically Speaking

Financial Aid

Participating Schools & Programs

Florida 
Education Guide

The Ultimate 
Resource for 
Comparing 
Postsecondary 
Educational Options 
in Florida

Sponsored by AT&T
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