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lOCAL MUSICAL THEATRE WRITERS WIN PRESTIGIOUS COMPETITION
Students at Legacy Visual and Performing Arts High School Are Championship Winners
South Gate, CA, June 12, 2017–Two students from Legacy Visual and Performing Arts High School, Maria Hernandez (Legacy VAPA, ‘19) and Jessica Nava (Legacy VAPA, ‘19), were announced on Sunday as the championship winners of this year’s Show Search competition produced by the Foundation for New American Musicals. The students won a $1000 scholarship courtesy of Wells Fargo Capital Finance for being a finalist and another $1000 scholarship as the grand prize winners. There was a total of 3 musicals in the high school division and 3 musicals in the college division. They were the only finalists who were students in the Los Angeles Unified School District, the only finalists who were taking a musical theatre writing class in a public school, and 2 of only a few Latinos of the finalists.
Their all original musical, Grandma’s Keeper, produced at Legacy VAPA featured Abi Rodriguez (Legacy VAPA, ’19) and directed by Kevin Castellanos (Legacy VAPA, ’17) was recorded and submitted to the contest on April 27, 2017. Over the last month, the two young play-writes refined their show working with a mentor assigned by the Foundation, and on June 8-11 observed rehearsals of their show and the other finalist’s shows as well as participated in musical theatre master classes sponsored by the Foundation. The event was hosted by Santa Monica College Theatre Arts Department.

The Foundation for New American Musicals and Santa Monica College asked Southern California high school and college students age 14—24 to create new short (10-minute) musicals for SHOWSEARCH. The biennial event has previously attracted submissions from over 40 states and helped increase the intellectual and professional development of the contestants. This current SHOWSEARCH has been limited to the LA area where no high schools, colleges or universities had previously offered show writing courses.

On June 11th from 2-4 pm at SMC’s Theater Arts Main Stage, the six finalist musicals were presented in a professional staged reading, directed by top LA director, Richard Israel. The professional cast was assembled by Michael Donovan Casting. The event was being produced by Christopher Sepulveda. Bob Klein and Linda Shusett were the Executive Producers. Tegan Summer is President of the FNAM board. The SMC Theatre Arts Department will host the event. SMC’s Rob Rudolph was in charge of production. SMC’s Perviz Sawoski hosted the event.

Jessica and Maria’s musical was a final project in Legacy Visual and Performing Arts High School’s Writing for Musical Theatre: Music, Lyrics, and Book course taught by Dr. Edward Trimis, Legacy VAPA’s new principal.  
"Well all of this feels like a dream. The win wasn't something I expected not that I didn't have faith its just so shocking to me. The class was actually very helpful and I loved it from the start. I honestly never saw myself get this far but again I'm grateful for the opportunity we got. Our mentor was very sweet and very helpful helping us improve. The final performance was so beautiful it gave me chills. Honestly just go for things that come your way. You may never know what you might happen next."
                                                                                                                                  Jessica Nava
"I still can't process the win actually, but the class was amazing and brought out a new passion I didn't know I had, the mentor brought out ideas that can make something great even better, the final performance was amazing as you see your work coming to life. It was a fair chance of everyone winning but my mother tells me a quote I always follow, "Just because you are considered lower class, it doesn't mean you have less education, just because you are a latina doesn't mean you'll have a lousy life, as long as you try and succeed, you will live an amazing life." And a quote that I follow from my favorite Broadway actor, Ben Platt also known as Evan Hansen from Dear Evan Hansen, "The things that make you strange are the things that make you powerful." And to those young writers out there that think that they can't make it, I am telling you to take the risk that I took, it can lead you to a new path you never knew you wanted."

 Maria Hernandez

“I couldn’t be more proud of our writers and more excited for them! While their musical, Grandma’s Keeper, is moving, heart-warming, and relevant, touching upon a theme not often enough explored, their success goes much further than winning a competition. They have shown that through hard work, staying true to yourself and your art, and perseverance, you really can do anything. Your success is not determined by the color of your skin, your zip code, or your bank account. WE all know that. Maria and Jessica have affirmed it. It also shows that there is talent in our young people that isn’t always tapped. The next Lin Manuel-Miranda (Hamilton, In the Heights) has to come from somewhere. Possibly from Legacy VAPA High School in South Gate!                      

Dr. Edward Trimis
Photos from the debut and video recording session may be found at https://www.facebook.com/pg/VAPAHS/photos/?tab=album&album_id=620327204824478 
Legacy Visual and Performing Arts High School is a student-centered creative learning community that engages students intellectually and artistically, instilling responsible citizenship and academic rigor for college and career preparedness. VAPA recognizes each student’s individuality, creativity, and academic potential. VAPA values student voice in the development of exciting extracurricular programs and the establishment of a safe, inclusive school culture. To prepare our diverse student population for success in a changing world, VAPA High School stakeholders collaborate to foster a rigorous and creative learning community in which we focus on success in academics as well as instruction in the visual and performing arts.
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